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Review: Henry Taylor at Mesler & Hug

Hanry Tayler is showing neardy three doren
painimgE made durng he pas] decadea
(meed aince J006), bul they aed daglaped o
part of a lively, jrmpacked instalation thal
Qs a long wary twind underiring their
peersnal and public maanings.,

The masn room al Mesler & Huog has been
fwrrasd inlo an arfials studio and Bving
spioa, complebl with omemade sola and
beogkcshihvis Dull from plaglic crates, 4
thrift-shop collee [able, staned araa rug,
Uy sade chairs and a sormeeafal Bmp
Febiisaaianl '-:'Emlli‘-g:, moaily small but a
o s reuch e 5 feal squsne, afe unavenly
[4 HTH L P

The rough-kawn camases, aimos) all of
tham panledy smal porfrails and casusl
soaras of lounging men and wormen, ans
lie & gathesng af Fends and
sbcuRintanoes. Morsts Popin end
Jagn-Michel Basquis! are stylislically
evoiead N wirkes (el oross cutsicar an and
graffs

Tayior |3 adapl at cormmeying chiracier with nd muss gnd no fess — e ol ned
perdintaticn of & woman wilh endrmous gosd darrings, e Thodless embaraismant ol 4
peior iyl wills & rubbes thit redds "Mommi, | apaligize,” the underemonious aplomb of 4
Bikini-dad (o maybs undanvear-clad) yourg woman Banmg back in a iGldng char. He
composes his Ggures in sobd imgasio hoes, the lorms inberocking Wil fwvo-dimensoral
B rounds.

| D'I.i';'-l'-l'l'lllg B oornot el Speen
ridiway bebwesan the pa;n!il'gs
ard e Tumifure are dulianed
ehrmes and slacked-un olams
thal lire e azalls, a fewt ol e
8 warturing inbo Be middle of e
rocem, Mide from phinted
cirdbodnd bowes and bewigged
Manneguing rrin;ll;u.' wilh Townd
abscls — umps of Black
charcoal in a whibe otus bowl,
frarmed srapehots, inos s
sticks, bundled paper-5owsl
tubes, & paper cup filled with
gravval, pardy whisas and much
mgeg — (hey Grmpess &
pacik-ral’s humble accumulabon of used things. The assembly possesaes an ingscapably
sociopclilical demension, with leftovers given cignity through a simgle gesiure of paying
altardion.

Even the room's lighting & 6 mix of the found (baltensd lamps) and e fabricated (cardboand
bt chandediers), The andenarly solitary distacBon of welevision is mocked through a
hand-painted cardboand TV sl oner in e comer, ils soneen parmananiy ixed with a painding
af Ehe bwin owers af the Warkd Trade Cenbar in mid-altack.

Tayhor seriirges in tig show — his fowrth LA, gallery sodd @nd his frsl ot Mesher & Hug — a8 8
kird af hunber-gatheres artigl, Por Roban Rauschenberg and par Jeson Rhoadas, the

insiallataon hurs with an pnpredenlious enthusiasm for Bhe safsfacions of engagemeant.,

— Christophar Knight




